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Pretreatment Program Overview

40 CFR 403- Pretreatment requirements for 
POTWs. 

 Intent is to allow Municipal POTWs to 
regulate pollutants discharged from 
Categorical and Significant Industrial Users 
at a local level to prevent pass through of 
those pollutants or interference with the 
operations of the POTW.



Pretreatment Program 
Who’s Eligible? 

 Municipal POTWs with design flows > 5.0 MGD receiving 
waste from Industrial Users:
 Subject to categorical pretreatment standards

 Discharge pollutants which may pass through or interfere 
with operation of the POTW

 POTWs <5.0 MGD may choose to develop a Pretreatment 
Program if the nature and volume of industrial 
contributions warrant.

 Local Limits are established based on Federal Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards, Maximum Headwork Loading, 
sludge disposal, and POTW’s effluent limits.

 Local permits issued to Industrial Users by POTW.



Treatment Agreements 

Overview
 Required for all Significant Industrial Users (SIUs) 

as defined in IAC 567 Chapter 60
 Discharge > 25,000 GPD process wastewater;

 Waste makes up 5% or more of POTW’s ADW hydraulic 
or organic capacity;

 Subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards under 
40CFR403.6 and 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N; or

 Otherwise determined by the Department

 Regulates pollutants from SIUs to prevent pass 
through of those pollutants or interference with the 
operations of the Wastewater Treatment Facility.



Treatment Agreements Overview

 Treatment Agreement between the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility and SIU. 

 Limits based on Federal Categorical Pretreatment 
Standards, compatible (organic) and non-compatible 
(inorganic) waste contribution from SIU, POTW 
hydraulic and organic design loadings, and effluent 
limits. 

 DNR reviews and verifies that Treatment Agreement 
Limits are appropriate.

 Treatment Agreement Limits and monitoring 
requirements are incorporated into the NPDES permit 
of the facility receiving the waste. 



Treatment Agreements Form



References
 Iowa DNR Pretreatment Coordinator: Eric Wiklund (515) 725-0313, 

Eric.Wiklund@dnr.iowa.gov

 Federal Pretreatment Regulations 40 CFR 403
 http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_06/40cfr403_06.html

 EPA Pretreatment Website
 http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=3

 DNR Pretreatment Website
 http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryWater/NPDESWastewater

Permitting/Pretreatment.aspx

 Iowa Administrative Code
 567 Chapter 60- Definitions Significant Industrial User: 

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/aspx/ACODocs/DOCS/11-2-2011.567.60.pdf

 567 Chapter 64.3(5)- Treatment Agreements: 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/aspx/ACODocs/DOCS/11-2-2011.567.64.3.pdf

 DNR Treatment Agreement Website
 http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryWater/NPDESWastewater

Permitting/NPDESOperatorInformation/TreatmentAgreements.aspx
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